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Le The Tavicish presse recently annamecd the news of an early visit of 
Pat@larch ALexel to Istanbul, and stated that preparations were 
now under way to welcome him at the Phanar. The press also indicated 
that the object of this visit is to unite the Greek: and Russiaa 
Orthodox Churches and to place thes under one veliglous head, ag is 
the case of the control of the Catholic Church by the Vatican. 


#» The Patelarchate, however, formally denies the visit of Patriarch 
Moxzei ext indleates thet the onky news of any prespective wisis 

is that of a special religious delegation (see) coming with eOIAZG 
the object of extending congratulations to the Greek Patriarch on 

tg ovension of his election, However, a mouth has already elapsed 
since the neWs of the delegetion's proposed visit was reesived and 

the necessary preparations were made, and there have been mo further 
developments. Yhe Patelarchate is beginning to question whether 

the visit. of the delegation will actually teke place. Should the 
delegates arrive, it stands to reason that they may discuss current 
problems existing between the two Patriarchates, each as the prcblen 
of the Churches of Finland, Perdis and Gaschoslovekia, ote. There 

could be, however, no questiai of a unification of the Church of Russia 
with the Greek Church of the Phaar, 


3; Patriarch Haxinos hay definite idess om the matter and plons te axintete 
ail Orthodex populations under the jurisdiction of the Beumentcal 
Patriarch of Constantinople in accordance with tha provisions of 
Qethedex, canon lav. This canon law also applies to the Slay Orthedex who 
ave established outside the territorial Limite of the recognized independent 
churches. In this matter the Patriarch is backed by the entire Synod. Tha 
delegation, therefore, would have little chance of success if atteupts were 
made to obtain an anernduenxt of canes Law. 


25X1A6a comments ed disseminated on 15 Octcber 196, eae’ 
rapery: hat the delay in arrival of the delegation was 


blamed by Neximes himself on a reluctance on the part of 
the Turkish authorities to issue the necessary entry visas. 
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